
 
 

 

 

 

 

REL 395/490 The Art of Visual Exegesis 

Fall 2017 

Tuesdays 5:30–8:30 pm 

Professor: Roy R. Jeal, Ph.D. 

 

1. Description 

 

This seminar course examines an aspect of biblical exegesis, that is, how the images 

evoked in the human imagination by biblical texts function as interpretation. 

Sociorhetorical Interpretation refers to this as rhetography. This course may be taken as 

REL 395 by upper level REL majors and as REL 490 by graduating REL majors. 

 

Credit Hours: 3 

Prerequisites: REL 395: REL 100 and one 200 level REL course or two 200 level REL 

courses. REL 490: Permission of the instructor.  

Voluntary Withdrawal Deadline: 3 November 2017 

Time Extension Application Deadline: 24 November 2017 

 

2. Objectives 
 

The overall objective of the course is to engage in in-depth study, learning, and practice 

of the developing field of “visual exegesis” as it is understood by biblical scholars, artists, 

and art historians. Learning about and gaining skill in visual exegesis will provide 

students with the ability to deepen their own interpretations and understandings of 

biblical and other texts. Visiting artists will describe their own work. Through the 

material covered in class sessions, reading and written assignments, students will: 

 

 gain a high level understanding of the “visual exegesis;” 

 gain knowledge of rhetography; 

 learn about the history and development of visual exegesis; 

 learn about notions of cognitive theory that describe how texts evoke images in the 

human imagination; 

 learn that biblical interpretation involves technical skills and imaginative, artistic 

analysis; 



 analyze artistic interpretations of biblical texts; 

 learn and practice exegetical and interpretive skills. 
 

3. Textbooks 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible 

 

Vernon K. Robbins, Walter S. Melion, Roy R. Jeal, eds. The Art of Visual Exegesis: 

Texts, Rhetoric, Images. ESEC 19. Atlanta: SBL Press, 2017. ISBN 

9781628371727 

 

Additional readings will be assigned in class 

 

4. Requirements 
 

 Attendance and active participation in all class sessions.  Absences will incur a course 

grade penalty of 1% per 75 minute session. 

 Possession of a NRSV Bible in all class sessions. 

 Completion of all reading and written assignments on time. All assignments are 

mandatory.  Late written assignments will incur a penalty of 5% per day. 

 Assignments: 

1. Read assigned essays in The Art of Visual Exegesis according to the Reading 

Schedule distributed in class. 

2. Prepare reports on four specified essays in The Art of Visual Exegesis or in other 

readings. 

 3 October; 

 24 October; 

 14 November; 

 5 December. 

These reports should be four pages length (no cover sheet required). You must 

take specific passages into account. These topics will be discussed in class. Aim 

to be descriptive, interpretive and interactive. 

3. Prepare a paper of about five pages length in which you analyze and interpret a 

selected artistic work that portrays a biblical text. Be sure that you describe the 

work and demonstrate how it is an exegesis. Due 5 December. 

4. Prepare a Seminar Paper of 10 to 12 pages in which you provide a thorough 

visual (or rhetographic) interpretation of a selected New Testament text. Ensure 

that you take into account the contexts, and show how argumentation, goals, 

rhetorical force, and theological meaning are conveyed visually. You will present 

your paper to the class and engage in discussion about it (approx. 1 hour) 

according to presentation times indicated on a list provided in class. You must 

provide an advance copy of your paper to all class members by Thursday of the 

week prior to your presentation. You will have a bibliography that can include 

commentaries, monographs, journal articles and other materials. 



 The written assignments are intended to demonstrate that students understand and can 

articulate their understanding of the subject matter of the course and of the primary 

and secondary literature. Submissions must demonstrate close interaction with the 

canonical and secondary texts. Note that you are preparing academic essays, not 

devotional papers. The papers must be prepared according to appropriate academic 

style: double-spaced; numbered pages; Times New Roman font size 12; 2.5 cm 

margins; correctly formatted bibliography and footnotes; correct structure, grammar 

and spelling. Details of these issues will be discussed in class. 
 

5. Grading 
 

Reports   40%  (4 x 10%) 

Interpretation   20% 

Seminar Paper   40% 

 

Percentage Equivalents Scale 

 

A+ 95-100% 

A 84-94 

B+ 78-83 

B 73-77 

C+ 67-72 

C 60-66 

D 50-59 

F <50 

 

Letter Grades and Grade Points 

 

A+ (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding thinking, superior 

organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize; a superior grasp of the 

subject matter with sound critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent thinking, excellent 

organization, excellent analysis and synthesis; an excellent grasp of the subject matter 

with critical evaluations; evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of very good thinking and organization, 

demonstrated analysis and synthesis; a very good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of 

good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under 

examination; very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence 

of critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues 

under examination; evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 



C+ (2.5) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject 

matter; evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of 

the relevant issues under examination; evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C (2.0) Marginally Adequate performance with evidence of a basic grasp of the subject 

matter; some evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple 

problems found in the material. 

D (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject 

matter. 

F (0) Inadequate performance lacking evidence of a critical understanding of the 

subject matter; weak analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use of the literature; failure to 

satisfy course requirements. 

 

6. Academic Integrity 

 

Note the Booth University College Statement on Academic Integrity: 

 

“It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the 

work or a portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of 

plagiarism harm both the student and the reputation of the University College. Plagiarism 

or any form of cheating in examinations or term tests…is subject to serious academic 

penalty that may include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in 

the course, dismissal from the University College, or other serious consequences. …. To 

plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 

short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not 

necessary to state the source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are 

expected to acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written 

work, whether quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables 

and the like, as well as to written material and materials or information from Internet 

sources. …. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits an 

assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the answer 

or answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment” (2017-

2018 Academic Calendar, p. 23).  

 

7.  Policy on the Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones 

 

“We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused 

engagement between professors and fellow students.  As such, electronic devices are 

allowed in the classroom only for the purposes of course instruction.  The use of 

computers, the internet (including email), downloaded material, or other electronic 

devices such as cell phones require the express permission of the professor.  Social 

networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and other related activities are not 

allowed in Booth classrooms.  The use of personal computers and other electronic 



devices in the classroom is a privilege which may be withdrawn at the discretion of the 

professor” (2017-2018 Academic Calendar, p. 31). 

 

 

7. Course Outline 

 

No Class 10 October and 21 November 

 

Describing Visual Exegesis 

 

The History of Christian Visual Material Culture and Art 

 

Methodology and Analysis 

 

Visual Exegesis in Jewish and Christian Art 

 

Seminar Presentations 

 

 

 

Contact Information 

 

Roy R. Jeal 

Room 306 

Phone: 924-4874 

Fax: 942-3856 

Email: Roy_Jeal@boothuc.ca 

 

mailto:rjeal@boothcollege.ca

